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[Program]

dregistration» (AM.9:00-9:30)
Overall progressing: Shin Dong—-Hun(South Korea, Konkuk University, Professor of Dept. of

Korean Language and Literature)

4CongratulationsP» (AM.9:30-09:40)
Kim Jin-Q(President of Konkuk University)

4Proposal Opening P (09:40-10:00)
Why do people need to Study for the Unification Humanities? / Kim Sung—Min(South
Korea, Konkuk University, Director of Research Center of the Humanities for Unification)

dsection 1P (10:00-12:10) General Theory of National Communality's Study
Moderator: Kim Doe-Sik
(South Korea, Konkuk University, Professor of Dept. of Philosophy)

* Conference presenter 1. Reflections on the Concept of National Commonality / Lee
Byung-Soo(South Korea, Konkuk University, HK Professor of Research Center of the
Humanities for Unification)

* Conference presenter 2. Korean Meta-Nation and the Problem of Unification / Valeriy
Khan(Vice-Director, Institute of History, National Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan)

* Conference presenter 3. Research Methodology on the Korean diaspora's National
Commonality / Park Young-Kyun(South Korea, Konkuk University, HK Professor of
Research Center of the Humanities for Unification)

* (General Discussion : Lee Byung-Chang(South Korea, Former Dong-A University
Professor of Dept. of Philosophy), Ban Byung-Yool(South Korea, Hankuk University of
Foreign Studies, Professor of Dept. of History), Lee Soon-Woong (South Korea, Soongsil
University, University Lecturer)

Lunch time 12:10-13:10

dsection 2P (13:10-14:40) Current Situation of Chosunjok in China and National
Commonality

Moderator: Han Sang-do

(South Korea, Konkuk University, Professor of Dept. of Histiory)

* Conference presenter 4. Dual Indentity of Chosunjok in China and National Commonality
/ Xumingzhe(China, YanBian University, Director of National Research Institute)
* Conference presenter 5. An Review Essay on the Studies of Chosunjok in China / Choi



Woo-Gill(South Korea, Sun Moon University, Professor of Dept. of International Relations)

* General Discussion : Park Kyoung-Ha(South Korea, Chung—Ang University, Professor of
Dept. of Histiory), Kim Jong-Kun(South Korea, Konkuk University, HK Professor of
Research Center of the Humanities for Unification)

Intermission 16:20-16:30

dsection 3P (14:50-16:20) Current Situation of the Zainichi Koreans and National
Commonality

Moderator: Jung Chang-Hyun

(South Korea, President of Minjog 21)

Conference presenter 6. The present conditions and the future of the Zainichi Koreans /
Lee Sung(Japan, Hanshin University, Adjunct Professor at Dept. of Japanese Studies,
Former Reporter of Hokkaido newspaper)

Conference presenter 7. Diagnosis and Task of the Zainichi Koreans study in the South
Korea / Kim Jin-Hwan(South Korea, Konkuk University, HK Research Professor of

Research Center of the Humanities for Unification)

¥ General Discussion : Cho Kyung Hee(South Korea, Sungkonghoe University, HK
Research Professor of Institute for East Asian Studies), Kim Gwang-Yeol(South Korea,
Kwangwoon University, Professor of College of Northeast Asia)

d4section 4P (16:30-18:00) Current Situation of Koryoin in Russia and National
Commonality

Moderator: Ha Jee—Hyun

(South Korea, Konkuk University, Professor of Dept. of Psychiatry)

Conference presenter 8. Current Situation of Koryoin in Siberia and the Korean Community
/ Valeriya Kim (Russia, Vice-President, National Cultural Autonomy of Koreans in
Ussurisk)

Conference presenter 9. Diagnosis and Task of the Study on Russian Koryoin in the South
Korea—focusing on Maritime District / Chung Jin—A(South Korea, Konkuk University, HK
Professor of Research Center of the Humanities for Unification)

¥ General Discussion : Yun Sang-won(South Korea, Kyungwon University, Research
Professor of Asian Cultural Studies Research Institute), Kim In-Seong(South Korea, Korea

University, HK Research Professor of Asiatic Research Institute)

4Closing remarksp
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Korean Meta-Nation and the Problem of Unification

Valeriy S. Khan
(Vice-Director, National Institute of History, Republic of Uzbekistan
Research Fellow, Korea Foundation

Visiting Lecturer, Sung Kyun Kwan University)

Globalization of Ethnicity and the Forming of Korean Meta-Nation!)

Korean immigration, which has taken place during the last 150 years, has led to the fact that in 2009,
the number of overseas Koreans amounted to about 7 million persons. Today Koreans live all over the
world: in more than 170 countries. If the current rate of their migration is taken into account, then in
the near future the number of Koreans outside the peninsula will be comparable with the population of
the DPRK(and Republic of Korea, in perspective).

Conditions of Koreans’ migration and existence abroad are different. These are:

- Voluntary migration and forced deportation.

- Homogeneous and heterogeneous ethnic environment.

- Compactness and dispersion of settlement.

- Commonality and difference of cultures in countries-recipients concerning Korean culture.

- Democratic and totalitarian political regimes, plan and market economic systems, etc.

Adapting to and being assimilated into ethnically alien environments, Koreans in different countries
acquire more and more traits that distinguish themselves from each other and transform their initial
ethnic characteristics. The widening quantitative dispersion of Koreans and the increasing qualitative
differentiation within them lead to new processes in the evolution of Korean ethnicity. As Koreans settle
throughout the world and adapt to various countries, Korean identity begins to take diverse forms and
already cannot be reduced to the ethnic characteristics that exist on the Korean Peninsula.

Ethnic communities and ethno-social organisms can have different historic forms (clan, tribe, union of
tribes, nationality) whose evolution results in the formation of nations as stable ethnic  formations.
However, a nation is not the final form of the evolution of ethnic communities and ethno-social
organisms. For example, in federative states such as the former USSR or the USA, supra-national
communities (Soviet and American peoples) that are not reducible to a certain nation—say, to Russians or

other ethnos—were formed. Ethnoses, which settled all over the world and formed Ilarge foreign

1) The author introduced a concept “meta—nation” at the end of 1990-s.
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diasporas(Jews, Armenians et al.), have also adopted supra-national characters. For instance, there are
more Armenians outside Armenia than in the country itself. There are ethnoses which form not one but
few states, and Diasporas which compose a big part of population(for example, Chinese in Singapore,
Malaysia, and Thailand).

Today, one can also say on the formation of supra-national Korean ethnic community(Koreans of
North + South Koreas + Overseas Korean Diasporas). In the future, by forming into more or less stable
formation, this “supra-national” community could signify a new stage in the evolution of Korean
ethnicity — a meta-nation stage as an aggregate of related but culturally differing ethnic sub-groups
historically belonging to one nation.

What are co-relations between the concept "meta-nation" and other used notions such as
“supra-national community” and “trans-national community”?

In terms of content, the concept «supra-national community» has wider character than the
"meta-nation". The matter is that there are two types of supra-national communities: 1) communities,
formed on the basis of the different nations and ethnic groups(for example, the Soviet and American
peoples), and 2) communities, consisting of the sub-ethnic groups historically belonging to one nation.
Only the second meaning has relation to meta-nation. As to the concept «transnational community», it
coincides with the first meaning of the term «supra-national community», that is as «inter-national
(inter-ethnic) community». In other words, in terms of content this concept is not crossed with concept
"meta-nation".

In comparison with term “supra-national community”, the concept "meta-nation" has a single meaning.
It fixes a new form(and stage) of ethnicity which arises affer nation. It reflexes a supra-national
character of new community(globalization of ethnicity) as well as ethnic heredity of its components from
the point of view of historical belonging to one nation. The main features of the meta-nation are
following:

- The common historical ethnic roots;

- The presence of the nation with all attributes and, first of all, the national state;

- High level of migration out of the national state;

The formation Diasporas abroad, on the one hand, integrated and assimilated to new ethnic
environment, and on the other hand, keeping historically-cultural and genetic identity;

Ethnic consciousness;

Interrelations between the kindred ethnic groups, giving to meta-nation the features of stable

community.
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Korean Diasporas: Also Koreans or Aliens?

In connection with the process of divergence from the peninsula, an anxiety is expressed in Korea
about the fact that the ethnic identity of overseas Koreans experiences a ‘“serious crisis.”?) Often,
overseas Koreans hear reproaches that they are insufficiently “Korean” and that their language and
customs are incorrect, etc. However, it is necessary to realize that the peculiarities of the Korean
Diasporas are reality and that they should be not perceived as anomalies but just as what they are.
Moreover, from the point of view of Diasporan Koreans, transcending the frameworks of mono-ethnic
consciousness is not a deficiency but actually a virtue that opens new horizons of consciousness and
perception of the world. This provides an opportunity for Korean ethnicity not only to build relations
with “the other” but also to include “the other” as its own organic element, thus rendering its
consciousness open and externally oriented.

In other words, the transformation of ethnic culture and consciousness does not necessarily present a
crisis. No ethnic culture stands in one place. It develops and is influenced by other cultures, except in
the case of isolationism, as manifested in Korea until the 19‘hcentury. True, Koreans of the CIS have
lost much of the culture of their forbears. But they have created their own unique culture, the FEurasian
Korean culture, of which they can be right fully proud. Such diversion of cultural identity can be called
a crisis only from the stand point of a statically understood “Korean identity.”

One of the peculiarities of the formation of ethno-cultural identity of the Overseas Koreans, in contrast
to the Koreans on the peninsula, is their alien ethnic environment. We can differentiate the identities of
Koreans living in mono-ethnic(homogeneous) societies from those in poly-ethnic(heterogeneous) ones. For
instance, North and South Koreans live in a homogeneous mono-ethnic(Korean) environment where all
people are Koreans. In China and Japan, where there are large Korean Diasporas, it can be said with
certain reservations that in these countries the process of adaptation took place in homogeneous,
ethnically alien and culturally close environments. In the USA and the former USSR, the process of
assimilation of Koreans took place in heterogeneous, ethnically and culturally alien environments.

Thus, the life of the Soviet Koreans required constant contacts with representatives of various
peoples(more than 120 peoples lived in the USSR), and this led to the flexible psychological attitudes of
Koreans towards their ethnic environment, as well as the flexible models of their behavior.

Under the conditions of an ethnically alien environment, many components of the initial ethnic culture,
which are preserved in a homogeneous Korean environment, were transformed or lost. Especially, Soviet
Koreans, having lived in isolation from Korea over the course of four to five generations, are certainly

different from the Koreans on the peninsula by language, mentality, values, ideals, outlook, behavior,

2) Jeong Young Hun. Global Korean Community and the Problem of Nationa [ldentity // Korean Identity in the
New Millenium. 11" International Conference on Korean Studies. Pundang, The Academy of Korean Studies,
2000, panel 10, p. 27-34.



customs, and traditions. The degree of difference between the Koreans from Korea and Korean Diasporas
is so great that it can be a basis for forming a new sub-ethnic communities—Eurasian Koreans(Koryo
Saram), Koreans in China, Koreans in Japan, USA, etc.

The mixed character of Korean Diaspora culture is also important for understanding of relations
between Overseas Koreans and historic motherland. This is especially important when we talk on the
“Global Korean Community.”

Let’s take a case of Soviet/Post-Soviet Koreans. During the period of perestroika, all Soviet Koreans
suddenly realized themselves as Koreans and in any event wished to be like genuine Koreans. Korean
courses, as well as the etiquette and behavior of Koreans from the peninsula(both North and South)
became fashionable.  Everything that they did provoked admiration, resulting in a phenomenon of
mechanical, blind imitation.

However, soon it became clear that attempts to imitate “genuine” Koreans, would only lead the Koryo
Saram to inferiority complexes. Soviet Koreans vividly demonstrated a sense of national inferiority(telling
themselves that they were not genuine, that they were deformed Koreans), and their self-abasement and
self-reproach began to lead both North and South Koreans to take an arrogant, mentoring, lecturing
position towards the Koryo Saram. Representatives from the Korean embassies started openly to meddle
in the activities of Korean organizations, newspapers, TV, etc.

North and South Korean media began to represent transformational changes in Soviet Korean culture
as a “crisis of Korean identity”. That is, Koryo Saram again must radically change their way of life,

mentality; they must sacrifice their habits, customs and traditions.

But do they want that? South Korean businessmen, professors and pastors constantly stress the
principle of shared blood(“we are all Koreans”). They deduce from this basis a principle of obligation
that practically reduces to the fact that, in everything, the Koryo Saram must follow South Korean
models of behavior and consciousness. Of course, sooner or later this situation will lead to a negative

reaction on the part of local Koreans.

It should be taken into account that due to their mixed culture and the Soviet system of education —
considered one of the best in the world - Soviet Koreans achieved considerable successes in many
fields. For instance, from Soviet/Post-Soviet Koreans there were:

- members of governments(vice-premiers, ministers and deputy ministers), deputies of Senate, parliaments
and local governmental bodies, outstanding figures from various political and public organizations;

- winners of the most prestigious titles and prizes(Heroes of the Soviet Union, Heroes of Labor, winners
of the Lenin Prize, the National Prize, etc.);

- scientists with different degrees and titles(academicians and correspondent members of the Academies
of Sciences of the USSRandrepublics,professors);

- heads of educational institutes(principals and vice-principals, deans and deputy deans and heads of
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departments of universities, heads of schools and colleges);

- heads of scientific research institutions(directors and deputy directors, heads of departments and
scientific-research and planning institutes);

- managers of large industrial, finance and agricultural state and private enterprises;

- outstanding sportsmen(Olympic champions, World and FEuropean championship medalists, world
champions in professional sports, winners of various international tournaments, winners of national
championships of the USSR and the CIS countries, head coaches of national teams of the USSR and
CIS countries, heads of national Olympic committees, heads of associations of various sports);

- well-known, internationally recognized writers, composers, painters, opera and ballet performers, etc.3)

There is no other country in the world where Korean Diaspora achieved so great positions as Soviet
Koreans. Not only Koryo Saram but Koreans in general can be proud of these achievements. It is quite
natural, that the mentor-tone of Koreans from the peninsula at a certain stage resulted to a negative
reaction from Koryo Saram. Among themselves, Koreans from the CIS have begun, more and more,
criticize the thinking abilities, values, moral qualities and behavior of Koreans from the peninsula.
Moreover, these criticisms have become sharper and sharper.4)

The attempt to thrust on Koryo Saram the leitmotif of a statically understood Korean identity aims to
reproduce in an individual’s consciousness and behavior the realization of his rigid belonging to a certain
community(in our case — to the Korean ethnos), though in his real life this connection can be quite
fragile. This is an attempt to program his thinking and behavior in accordance with traditions and norms
of Korean identity as a kind of abstract, frozen essence. The world outside the way of thinking and the
norms of a given community is seen by this consciousness as “alien” and, in the case of extreme
nationalism, as abnormal. It seems to me that ethnocentrism and narcissism of various social groups (not
only ethnic, but religious and others) in a historical prospect only leads to a dead end. And the atfempt
to unify Koreans from all over the world in accordance with standards of single kind of Korean identity
presents itself as non-productive.

Of course, the criticism of the standardized Korean identity does not mean at all the
Korea’srighttopreserveanddeveloptheirculture. The paradox is that in trying to preserve Korean culture
under the conditions of globalization, Koreans from the peninsula do not notice that sometimes they
themselves assume a standardizing role (on the basis of their understanding of Korean identity), refusing
the right of Overseas Koreans to be what they are. It seems to me that the condition for a normal
dialogue between Koreans of the peninsula and of the various Korean Diasporas can be only recognition
of Korean communities around the world as unity indiversity.

And, relations between Korea and Korean Diasporas should be constructed on the basis of following

3) See: Copercrme Koper bl Kasaxcrama. Asiva-Ata, 1992; Jlu I'. H. Kopert upr B KbIprbiscraHe. DHIIKEK,
1998; Kum B. Kopert ipr Y36erkucrana: kTo ecth kro. Ceyi,1999.
4) B. Kum. Ymegmmesgais. Cll6., 1997. C. 216.
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principles:
1) Principle of equality.
2) Principle of mutual respect and cultural tolerance.
3) Principle of non-interference.

4) Principle of mutual support.

Korean Diaspora and the Problem of Unification

In 1991, I have written an article on the problem of Korean unification from the point of view of
dialectical theory of transition. The paper was proposed to both North Korean and South Korean
Embassies but North Korean Embassy denied it as a pro-South Korean one, and South Korean Embassy
denied it as a pro-North Korean. Finally, I have published the article in the Kazakhstani journal in 199
6.5

The key statements of the article were following:

(1) The process of Korean Unification has mediated links and each link has specific transitional
characteristics. In contrast to political visions of unification (both North Korean and South Korean

3

visions), based on paradigm “winner — looser”, the academic attention should be focused on the
identification and description of these links.

(2) The key methodological principle of academic understanding and realistic policy (free from
ideology) of unification should be a distinguishing the two concepts (and ways) of unifications: a)
unification of Korean states (political unification), and b) unification of Korean people (ethnic
unification). In terms of realistic policy (short-term policy), the discussion on the principles of Korean
states’ unification is abstract and unperceptive. =~ The debates on future state order of unified Korea
should be replaced by policy of humanitarian cooperation(later I found out some aspects of this
understanding in the KimDae-Jung “sunshinepolicy”).

(3) Mutually exclusive approaches of the North and the South to the unification problem lead to the
necessity of the mediator’s participation in the negotiations between these sides. Taking into account that
both sides have declared the unification as an internal affair of the Korean people and denied any
foreign meddling in this process, that kind of mediator can be Korean Diaspora.

(4) The thesis on the necessity of the Korean Diaspora’s participation in the process of unification
followed from the principle of historical and future unity of Koreans as ethnic community.

(5) The main condition of the effective participation of Korean Diaspora in the process of ethnic

consolidation is its independence. Korean Diaspora should be self-dependent (“Third Korea”) and play a

5) The World, Philosophy and the Problem of the Koreans National Reunion [/ “Newsletter of Korean Studies in
Kazakstan”. Vol. 1. Almaty, 1996, pp. 71-75.



41

role of flexible mediator in the negotiation process.

I guess, even though these conclusions were formulated in 1991, they still have force.

Conclusion

The Global Korean Community issue and the problem of Unification need a new conceptualization
free from political myths and short-term political interests. The methodological instruments of this
conceptualization can be theory of transition, theory of conflict, theory of synergetic, theory of
constructivism and system modeling. And, Korean Diaspora must be not only a passive object of foreign
policies and political propaganda of two Koreas but an active subject(actor) of the Global Korean

Community’s establishment and Korean Unification.
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2000 7 33 40
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1984 1 - 1 2
1988 2 - 1 3
1989 - - 4 4
1990 2 1 2 5
1991 - 1 5 6
1992 3 - 6 9
1993 4 - 7 11
1994 7 11 19
1995 3 5 8
1996 6 - 6 12
1997 15 - 7 22
1998 16 2 3 21
1999 13 3 6 22
2000 23 3 8 34
2001 20 2 7 29
2002 25 3 9 37
2003 25 5 9 39
2004 23 4 12 39
2005 35 6 21 62
2006 21 7 22 50
2007 26 5 19 50
2008 26 8 21 55
2009 17 4 6 27
2010 15 3 7 25
A 328 58 205 591
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= N N 1952 232 [ 1981 6,829

A} 2= SHIFA 5 1953 | 1,326 | 1982 6,521

1950 544,903 1954 2,435 1983 9,532
1960 581,257 1955 2,434 1984 4,608
1970 614,202 1956 2,290 1985 0,040
1980 664,536 1957 2,312 1986 5,110
1990 637 940 1958 | 2,246 | 1987 4,882
1991 693.050 1959 | 2,737 | 1988 4,595
1992 688,144 585,170 1960 | 3,763 | 1989 4,759
1993 682,276 578,741 1961 | 2,710 | 1990 5,216
1994 676,793 573,485 1962 | 3,222 | 1991 5,665
1995 666,376 557,921 1963 | 3,558 | 1992 7,244
1996 657,159 548,968 1964 | 4,632 | 1993 7,697
1997 645,373 538,461 1965 | 3,438 | 1994 8,244
1998 638,828 528,450 1966 3,816 1995 10,327
1999 636,548 517,787 1967 | 3,391 | 1996 9,898
2000 635,269 507,429 1968 | 3,194 | 1997 9,678
2001 632,405 495,986 1969 | 1,889 | 1998 9,561
2002 625,422 485,180 1970 4,646 1999 10,059
2003 613,791 471,756 1971 | 2,874 | 2000 9,842
2004 607,419 461,460 1972 4,983 2001 10,295
2005 598,687 447,805 1973 | 5,769 | 2002 9,188
2006 598,219 438,974 1974 3,973 2003 11,778
2007 593.489 426.207 1975 6,323 2004 11,031
2008 589,239 416,309 1976 | 3,951 | 2005 9,689
2009 578,495 405,571 1977 | 4,261 | 2006 8,531
1978 | 5,362 | 2007 8,546

1979 | 4,701 | 2008 7,412

1980 | 5,987 | 2009 7,637

g7 | 330,624
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@ 2445 T razza, 9w 9v
s =] [e]
X]'X] 0]"1: H]E) 0]—LH: ?—:J_% o]_LH: r?l’%}..ﬁJ
1955 737 (68%) 242 94 336
1960 2,315 (66%) 362 310 1,172
1965 3,681 (65%) 1,128 843 1,971
1970 3,879 (57%) 1,386 1,536 2,922
1975 3,618 (50%) 1,554 1,994 3,548
1980 3,061 (42%) 1,651 2,458 4,109
1985 2,404 (28%) 2,525 3,622 6,147
1990 2,195 (15.8%) 2,721 3,940 11,661
1995 1,485 (16%) 2,842 4,521 7,363
2000 1,151 (11%) 2,509 6,214 8,723
2001 1,019 (10%) 2,477 6,188 8,665
2002 943 (10%) 2,379 5,353 7,732
2003 924 (10%) 2,235 5,318 7,553
2004 949 (10%) 2,293 5,730 8,023
2005 866 (9%) 2,087 6,066 8,153
2006 845 (9%) 2,335 6,041 8,376
2007 847 (9%) 2,209 5,606 7,815
2008 695 (8%) 2,107 4,558 6,665
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